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IN THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Original) A method of prioritizing network communications, comprising: 
providing a plurality of TCP ports with each TCP port receiving network 

communications of a different level of priority; 

providing an electronic coupon indicating a level of priority of a network 
communication; 

determining from the electronic coupon the level of priority of the network 
communication; and 

directing the network communication to one of the plurality of TCP ports receiving 
communications of the determined level of priority. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising determining if the network 
communication should be provided prioritization based upon a URL or IP address associated 
with the network communication. 

3 . (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein if it is determined that the network 
communication should not be provided prioritization, handling the network communication 
in a normal manner without prioxitizatiorL 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining from the electronic coupon quality of service (QoS) information; and 
applying the QoS information to the network communication. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the network communications are 
Internet Protocol communications. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the level of priority of a network 
communication is defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction 
value, or temporal value. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the method comprising: 

determining based upon data in a coupo n associated with a source, the coupon 
defining a mode of prioritization, that the communications traffic should receive 
prioritization; and 

applying the mode of prioritization defined by the coupon to fee all subsequent 
communications traffic from the source until the mode of tnioritization is te rminated or 
modified . 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein the coupon further defines a level of 
prioritization and applying the mode of prioritization further comprises applying the level of 
prioritization defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 

10- (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein the mode of prioritization comprises 
any one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP 
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port, remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another 
URL or IP address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications 
traffic. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 7 wherein the network services axe Internet 
services and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein determining that the communications 
traffic should receive prioritization comprises determining that the communications traffic 
should receive prioritization hased upon a URL or IP address associated with the 
communications traffic, 

13. (Original) The method of claim 7 ? further comprising: 

detenmning that the communications traffic should not receive prioritization; and 
handling the communications traffic in a normal manner without prioritization. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising providing a client to a user 
of the network services to perform the determining that the communications traffic should 
receive prioritization and applying the mode of prioritization defined by the coupon to the 
communications traffic. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the method comprising: 

determining that the communications traffic from a client or user s hould receive a 
mode of prioritization; and 
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applying the mode of prioritization to the all subsequent communications traffic from 
the client or user until the mode of prioritization is terminated or modified . 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15 further comprising detemumng that the 
communications traffic should receive a level of prioritization and applying the mode of 
prioritization further comprises applying the level of prioritization to the communications 
traffic. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein the mode of prioritization comprises 
any one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP 
port, remapping a URJL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another 
URL or IP address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications 
traffic. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the network services are Internet 
services and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein determining that the communications 
traffic should receive prioritization comprises determining that the communications traffic 
should receive prioritization based on log-in information of a user associated with the 
communications traffic. 
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21 . (Original) The method of claim 1 5, further comprising: 

determining that the communications traffic should not receive prioritization; and 
handling the coramunications traffic in a normal manner without prioritization. 

22. (Withdrawn) A client for prioritizing communications traffic, comprising: 
a coupon management unit to determine based upon data in a coupon, the coupon 

defining a mode of prioritization including remapping a TCP port associated with the 
communications traffic to another TCP port or remapping a URL or IP address associated 
with the communications traffic to another URL or IP address, that the communications 
traffic should receive prioritization; and 

a port and/ox URL or IP address remapping unit to apply the mode of prioritization 
defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

23. (Withdrawn) The client of claim 22, wherein the coupon management unit 
determines that the communications traffic should receive prioritization based upon a URL or 
IP address associated with the communications traffic. 

24. (Withdrawn) The client of claim 22 wherein the coupon further defines a 
level of prioritization and the port and/or URL or IP address remapping unit applies the level 
of prioritization defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

25. (Withdrawn) The client of claim 24 wherein the level of prioritization is 
defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal 
value, 
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26. (Withdrawn) 



The client of claim 22, wherein the mode of prioritization 



includes tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications traffic and 
further comprises a QoS tagging unit to apply the QoS information defined by the coupon to 
the communications traffic. 



Internet communications traffic. 

28. (Withdrawn) A server for prioritizing communications traffic, comprising: 
a coupon management unit to provide a coupon, the coupon defining a mode of 

prioritization including remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to 
another TCP port or remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications 
traffic to another URL or IP address; 

an installation process unit to make available to a user of the communications traffic 
the coupon or a client that determines whether the communications traffic should receive 
prioritization and applying the mode of prioritization defined by the coupon to the 
communications traffic. 

29. (Withdrawn) The server of claim 28 t wherein the client determines that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization based upon a URL or IP address 
associated with the communications traffic. 

30. (Withdrawn) The server of claim 28 wherein the coupon further defines a 
level of prioritization and the client applies the level of prioritization defined by the coupon 
to the communications traffic. 
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31. (Withdrawn) The server of claim 30 wherein the level of prioritization is 
defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal 
value. 

32. (Withdrawn) The server of claim 28, wherein the mode of prioritization 
includes tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications traffic and the 
client applies the QoS information defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

33. (Withdrawn) The server of claim 28 wherein the communications traffic is 
Internet communications traffic. 

34. (Currently Amended) A server for prioritizing communications traffic, 
comprising: 

an in-line prioritization unit to determine that the communications traffic from a 
source s hould receive a mode of prioritization; and 

a prioritization mode unit to apply the mode of prioritization to the all subsequent 
communications traffic from the source until _the_mode_ of prioritization is ter minated or 
modified 

35. (Currently Amended) The servo- of claim 34, wherein the in-line prioritization 
unit is configured to determine d otorminos that the communications traffic should receive a 
level of prioritization and the prioritization mode unit further is configured to apply applies 
the level of prioritization to the communications traffic. 
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36. (Original) The server of claim 35 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 

37. (Original) The server of claim 34, wherein the mode of prioritization includes any 
one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP port, 
remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another URJL 
or IP address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications 
traffic. 

38. (Original) The server of claim 34 wherein the communications traffic is Internet 
communications traffic 

39. (Currently Amended) The server of claim 34, wherein the in-line prioritization 
unit ig r:nnfrp[iired to determine d e termin e s that communications traffic should receive a mode 
of prioritization based on log-in information of a user associated with the communications 
traffic. 

40. (Currently Amended) A system for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the system comprising: 

means for determining based upon data in a coupon associated with a source^ the 
coupon defining a mode of prioritization, that the communications traffic should receive 
prioritization; and 

means for applying the mode of prioritization defined by the coupon to the all 
subsequent c ommunications traffi c from the source until the mode of prioritization is 
terminated or modifirel 
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41. (Original) The system of claim 40 wherein the coupon further defines a level of 
prioritization and the means for applying the mode of prioritization further comprises means 
for applying The level of prioritization defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

42. (Original) The system of claim 41 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 40 wherein the mode of prioritization comprises 
any one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP 
port, remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another 
URL or IP address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications 
traffic. 

44. (Original) The system of claim 40 wherein the network services are Internet 
services and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein the means for determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization comprises means for determining that 
the communications traffic should receive prioritization based upon a URL or IP address 
associated with the communications traffic. 

46. (Currently Amended) A system for prioritizing network services, the network 
services including communications traffic, the system comprising: 

means for determining that the communications traffic from a client or user should 
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receive a mode of prioritization; and 

means for applying the mode of prioritization to the all subsequent c ommunications 
traffic from the client or user until the mode of prioritization is terminated or modified . 

47. (Original) The system of claim 46 further comprising means for determining that 
the communications traffic should receive a level of prioritization and the means for applying 
the mode of prioritization further comprises means for applying the level of prioritization to 
the communications traffic. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 47 wherein the level of prioritization is defined in 
relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, or temporal value. 

49. (Original) The system of claim 46 wherein the mode of prioritization comprises 
any one of remapping a TCP port associated with the communications traffic to another TCP 
port, remapping a URL or IP address associated with the communications traffic to another 
URL or IP address* or tagging quality of service (QoS) information into the communications 
traffic. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 46 wherein the network services are Internet 
services and the communications traffic is Internet communications traffic. 

51. (Original) The system of claim 46, wherein the means for detennining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization comprises means for determining that 
the communications traffic should receive prioritization based on log-in information of a user 
associated with the communications traffic. 
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52. (Original) The system of claim 46, further comprising: 

means for determining that the communications traffic should not receive 
prioritization; and 

means for handling the communications traffic in a normal manner without 
prioritization, 

53. (Currently Amended) A computer program product including computer 
program code to cause a computer to perform a method for prioritizing network services, the 
network services including communications traffic, the method comprising: 

detennioing based upon data in a coupon associated with a source, the coupon 
defining a mode of prioritization, that the communications traffic should receive 
prioritization; and 

applying the mode of prioritization defined by the coupon to 4he all subsequent 
communications traffi c from the source until the mode of prioritization is terminated L or 
modified . 

54. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53 wherein the coupon further 
defines a level of prioritization and applying the mode of prioritization further comprises 
applying the level of prioritization defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 

55. (Original) The computer program product of claim 54 wherein the level of 
prioritization is defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction 
value, or temporal value. 
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56. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53 wherein the mode of 
prioritization comprises any one of remapping a TCP port associated with the 
communications traffic to another TCP port, remapping a URL or IP addre$s associated with 
the communications traffic to another URL or IP address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) 
information into the communications traffic. 

57. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53 wherein the network 
services are Internet services and the communications traffic is Internet communications 
traffic. 

58. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53, wherein determining that 
the communications traffic should receive prioritization comprises determining that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization based upon a URL or IP address 
associated with the communications traffic. 

59. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53, the method further 
comprising: 

determining that the communications traffic should not receive prioritization; and 
handling the communications traffic in a normal manner without prioritization. 

60. (Original) The computer program product of claim 53, the method further 
comprising providing a client to a user of the network services to perform the determining 
that the communications traffic should receive prioritization and applying the mode of 
prioritization defined by the coupon to the communications traffic. 
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6L (Original) A computer program product including computer program code to 
cause a computer to perform a method of prioritizing network communications, the method 
comprising: 

providing a plurality of TCP ports with each TCP port receiving network 
communications of a different level of priority; 

providing an electronic coupon indicating a level of priority of a network 
communication; 

determining from the electronic coupon the level of priority of the network 
communication; and 

directing the network communication to one of the plurality of TCP ports receiving 
communications of the determined level of priority. 

62. (Original) The computer program product of claim 61, the method further 
comprising determining if the network communication should he provided prioritization 
based upon a URL or IP address associated with the network cornmunicatiorL 

63. (Original) The computer program product of claim 62 wherein the level of 
priority is defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction value, 
or temporal value. 

64. (Original) The computer program product of claim 61, wherein if it is determined 
that the network communication should not be provided prioritization, handling the network 
co mmuni cation in a normal manner without prioritization. 

65. (Original) The computer program product of claim 61, further comprising: 
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determining from the electronic coupon quality of sendee (QoS) information; and 
applying the QoS information to the network communication. 

66. (Original) The computer program product of claim 61 wherein the network 
communications are Internet communications. 

67. (Currently Amended) A computer program product including computer 
program code to cause a computer to perform a method for prioritizing network services, the 
network services including communications traffic, the method comprising: 

determining that the communications traffic from a client or user should receive a 
mode of prioritization; and 

applying the mode of prioritization to the all subsequent c ommunications traffic from 
the client or user until the mode of prioritization is terminated or modified. 

68. (Original) The computer program product of claim 67, the method further 
comprising determining that the communications traffic should receive a level of 
prioritization and applying the mode of prioritization further comprises applying the level of 
prioritization to the communications traffic. 

69. (Original) The computer program product of claim 68 wherein the level of 
prioritization is defined in relation to any one of customer value, content value, transaction 
value, or temporal value. 

70. (Original) The computer program product of claim 67 wherein the mode of 
prioritization comprises any one of remapping a TCP port associated with the 

- 15 - 

30541673v2 

PAGE 17/24 ' RCVD AT 8/8/2005 2:01:50 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/30 ' DNIS:2733300 * CSID:703 905 2500 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-22 



08-08-05 14:02 Frora-Pi I Isbury Winthrop LLP 703-905-2500 T-970 P. 018/024 F-390 

JASEN et al. - 09/855,021 
Client/Matter: 016712-0281228 

communications traffic to another TCP port, remapping a URL or IP address associated with 
the communications traffic to another URL or IP address, or tagging quality of service (QoS) 
information into the communications traffic. 

71 . (Original) The computer program product of claim 67 wherein the network 
services are Internet services and the communications traffic is Internet communications 
traffic. 

72. (Original) The computer program product of claim 67, wherein detenmning that 
the communications traffic should receive prioritization comprises detenmning that the 
communications traffic should receive prioritization based on log-in information of a user 
associated with the communications traffic, 

73. (Original) The computer program product of claim 67, the method further 
comprising: 

detennining that the communications traffic should not receive prioritization; and 
handling the communications traffic in a normal manner without prioritization. 

74. (New) The method of claim 7, wherein the source comprises a i) a client, ii) a 
user, hi) a server, or iv) any combination of i) to iii). 

75. (New) The server of claim 34, wherein the source comprises a i) a client, ii) a 
user, iii) a server, or iv) any combination of i) to iii). 

76- (New) The system of claim 40, wherein the source comprises a i) a client, ii) a 
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user, iii) a server, or iv) any combination of i) to iii). 

77. (New) The computer program product of claim 53, wherein the source comprises 
a i) a client, ii) a user, iii) a server, or iv) any combination of i) to iii). 
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